












2012 Seminar 
The French Federation of 
Guide Dog Associations 
(FFAC) and the 12 member 
associations are pleased to 
invite you all to the 2012 
IGDF Seminar in Paris from 
May 11-13.

Paul Charles, Chair

French Federation of Guide Dog  
Associations –France

A welcome reception will take place on 
May 10 from 6 to 9pm. We shall be 
celebrating the 60th anniversary of 
guide dogs in France and the 40th 
anniversary of the French Federation. 

The venue is the Tour Eiffel Novotel 
Hotel, a four-star modern hotel and 
conference centre close to the Eiffel 
Tower and overlooking the Seine, easily 
accessible from the main airports and 
railway stations by public transport. 
Delegates can be accommodated in 
single or twin rooms.

The gala dinner will take place during a 
three-hour cruise along the Seine on a 
private boat with a unique waterside 
view of most of the famous 
monuments in Paris: the Eiffel Tower, 
the Louvre, Musée d’Orsay, Notre Dame 
and… a replica of the Statue of Liberty!

Visits to the nearby Guide Dog Schools 
of Paris and Coubert (FFAC members) 
can be organized for the afternoon of 
May 13 and the morning of May 14. It is 
also possible for delegates to visit other 
guide dog schools, which are a further 
distance from Paris. 

We look forward to welcoming you in 
Paris and are certain that your 
presentations will be fascinating.

Seminar Delegates will participate in a 
three-hour cruise along the Seine

Gala dinner to be held during a boat tour

Tour Eiffel Novotel is situated on the Seine with a view of the Eiffel Towerv

12 | the Visionary | IGDF

B.C. Guide Dog Services  | CanadaFrench Federation of Guide Dog Associations  | France



CESECAH Breeding 
Centre asks for help

Anthony Morin—Breeding Manager

CESECAH—France

Centre d’Etude, de Sélection 
et d’Elevage pour Chiens 
guides d’Aveugles et autres 
Handicapés (CESECAH) was 
created to provide the French 
Federation member guide dog 
schools and the assistance 
dogs network with Labrador, 
Golden retriever, German 
shepherd and cross-breed 
puppies.

The Breeding Centre also helps 
organisations in other European 
countries, such as Portugal and Malta, 
by supplying them with puppies. 

When the Breeding Centre first 
opened, it was not within its capacity 
to match the specific breeding needs 
of the members of the French 
Federation. The new programme of 
selection and stimulation ensures 
that this is no longer the case, as the 
Breeding Centre will now be able to 
meet the clients’ individual 
requirements. 

Although the Breeding Centre has 
grown and improved, it still needs the 
help of the international community, 
through the exchange of semen or 
puppies, to ensure it can meet the 
needs of its clients. 

CESECAH’s breeding programme 
currently uses only four stud dogs, 
which does not permit the precision 
in breeding that is needed. In order to 
overcome this difficulty, the Breeding 
Centre has been using stud dogs from 
external sources, such as show and 
working dogs. Although this helps 
diversify the genetic pool, it does not 
allow CESECAH to ensure its litters 
will have the specific criteria needed 
for working guide dogs. 

The Breeding Centre has already 
received commitments from 
colleagues in New Zealand, Britain 
and Switzerland to send semen. 
CESECAH will continue to need more 
help and requests that guide dog 
organisations consider contributing 
semen, stud dogs, or exchanging 
puppies. 

These contributions will greatly help 
CESECAH to ensure it can continue 
lines with guiding aptitudes and a 
high level of quality in their stud dogs. 
With the help of international 
organisations, the Breeding Centre will 
be able to continue supporting the 
visually impaired community.

Pups from the CESECAH Breeding Centre

Vincci Li—Marketing & Communication 
Specialist 

B.C. Guide Dog Services–Canada

A legendary former hockey player and 
commentator, Meeker teamed up with 
B.C. Guide Dog Services in 2004 when 
he was asked to host a charity golf 
tournament. Since then the event has 
evolved into an annual fundraiser and 
bears his name. Over the years, Meeker 
and his wife Leah have helped raise 
over $400,000 for the charity and have 
made invaluable strides in growing the 
guide dog movement.
In the hockey world, Meeker is revered 
for his accomplishments both on and 
off the ice, including winning four 
Stanley Cups with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. He later coached the team and 
then became a sports analyst. Meeker 
also ran summer hockey camps for 
young people and advocated for better 
instruction and safer hockey 
equipment for children.

B.C. Guide Dog Services is proud to 
share the news of this well-deserved 
recognition with the IGDF community. 
Howie and Leah Meeker epitomize the 
important role that volunteers play 
within the international guide dog 
movement.

B.C. Guide Dog 
Services Patron 
Howard Meeker 
Receives Order of 
Canada 

On May 27 2011, B.C. Guide 
Dog Services patron Howard 
(Howie) Meeker was admitted 
into the Order of Canada, the 
nation’s highest civilian 
honour. 

Howie Meeker, Order of Canada, and Leah Meeker
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The deadlines for 
Visionary 
submissions 
are May 31st and 
Nov 30th

Please supply your articles as a word 
file with original images sent 
separately as jpeg images.

Remember to include your country 
of origin, school name, name of the 
author of the article, their position 
within your organisation and any 
captions for photos.

For the index, please include a one-
sentence description of your article.
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